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Australian Innovation Patent 

Number 2021106161  

DIRECTRIONS FOR PERMANENT INSTALLATION 

You do not need a plumber - installation in your van is 

easy – we promise.  

 

 

**IMPORTANT INFORMATION** 
ALWAYS install purifier AFTER pump, and optimally 

AFTER hot water line take off/junction point as purifier 
is optimally designed as a dedicated cold water 

drinking water purifier 
 
- Purifier is not suitable for salt water.  

- Purifier is a drinking water purifier and is designed as 

a dedicated drinking water purifier and not optimal as 

a whole of van purifier.  

Note, purifier has a volume use/life of 7,500 litres 

depending on water quality. 

- Cautionary use of The Thirsty Nomad purifier with 

heavily mineralised bore water which will cause 

mineralisation in carbon fibres.   

- For bore water, we strongly recommend the Thirsty 

Nomad 1 micron Sediment & Bore Water Pre-Filter 

inline to fill your tanks – this will prevent early and 

unnecessary clogging of your Thirsty Nomad drinking 

water purifier from bore water minerals. For 

information on our Bore Water & 1-micron Sediment 

pre-filter, please visit our website at 

www.thethirstynomad.com.au for more details.  

**WARNING** 
ONLY HAND TIGHTEN FITTINGS.  

 NO NEED TO USE THREAD SEALANT, PASTE OR 
TAPE – THE “O” RING DOES THE SEALING. 

 

WHAT YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PLEASE NOTE* 

We have endeavoured to provide a common selection 
of Push Fittings in each Purifier box. Should you 
require another ‘straight’ fitting or another ‘elbow’ – 
these are readily available on our website.  

 

INSTALLATION DIRECTIONS 

1 Remove plastic hygiene plugs from purifier ends. At 

this stage, note the direction of water flow on purifier 

label.  

2 Hand screw black fittings into both top and bottom 

of purifier, PLEASE be gentle, hand screw only. Do not 

over-tighten. 

3 Turn off water supply  

4 Cut cold water line to meet purifier inline installation. 

Preferably use a pipe cutter to ensure a clean cut to 

prevent leaks.  

5 Screw on required (either) ¼” or 12mm supplied 

Push Fittings onto brass fittings on either end of 

purifier – do not use plumbing tape, the O Ring in the 

Push Fitting does the sealing.  

2 x 12mm Straight Push Fittings 

for 12mm blue line. 

2 x ½” Fittings. Please hand 

screw into both ends of purifier. 

HAND TIGHTEN ONLY. 

2 x ¼” Push Fittings for those of 

you wanting to install your 

purifier into a separate ¼” blue 

drinking water line.   

http://www.thethirstynomad.com.au/
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6 It is recommended to cut any water lines with a tube 

cutter, this ensures a straight and neat cut. 

7 It is also recommended to use the little coloured 

‘locks’ on the push fittings, these protect the push 

fitting from loosening over time with caravan’s jolting 

movements. **Ensure water flow direction follows 

direction on purifier label.  

8 Run clean water through purifier for 5 minutes upon 

before first use, to flush any media fines left over from 

manufacture (everything is food grade). 

**DON’TS** 

× Do not use purifier to treat water directly from a 

river or creek – you must use a 1-micron sediment 

filter prior to purifier – see our Portable Purifier page 

on our website for more information about drawing 

from a river or creek  

× Do not use purifier in salt water or bore water  

× Do not over tighten purifier end fittings 

× Do not EVER use a wrench to tighten fittings 

HELPFUL TIPS FOR LONGER PURIFIER LIFE 

✓ When away from municipal centres, always use the 

Thirsty Nomad Bore Water & 1-micron sediment 

Pre-Filter to fill your vans.  

✓ The Thirsty Nomad Bore Water & 1-micron 

Sediment Pre-Filter will prevent sediment build up 

in your tanks and prevent mineral scale in your 

plumbing lines and appliances. 

✓ Drinking water purification is optimal at the point 

of use, therefore we recommend our customers 

install the Thirsty Nomad in a dedicated cold water 

drinking line. 

✓ Fill up your tanks with chlorinated water wherever 

you can. Why? This chlorine is a. FREE and b. 

working hard for you in your tanks, keeping your 

tanks and your water pipes free sediment & slime 

build up which can harbour pathogens. Then, at 

the POINT OF USE, with your Thirsty Nomad 

purifier, remove the chlorine and also purify your 

drinking water to Australian Drinking Water 

Guidelines for E.coli. 

OPERATING LIFE 

7,500 litres - depending on water quality.  

No component is perishable over time - purifier life is 

determined by litre/volume throughput and water 

quality. Water flow rate will start to slow indicated end 

of filter life.  

FLOW RATE – is determined by water pressure 

By installing your Thirsty Nomad AFTER a standard van 

pump, being around 55psi, will result in an apx. 4 

litre/minute flow rate from taps. 

Flow will start to slow when filter has reached maximum 

adsorption capacity – this is the indicating factor that 

it’s time to replace your purifier.  

A note about The Thirsty Nomad & your Hot Water 

System.  

Please check the operating requirements of your hot 

water system. Most brands of caravan hot water system 

will indicate a required water flow rate and a required 

water pressure for operation of the system. 

Most popular caravan hot water systems will operate 

with low pressure and low water flow rate, as such, the 

Thirsty Nomad should not interfere with the operation 

of your hot water system.  

STORAGE WHEN NOT IN USE 

Store your Thirsty Nomad in a cool, dark location. Rinse 

Purifier with clean, fresh, chlorinated water for 5 

minutes after an extended period of non-use. Purifier 

life is based on litre throughput and water quality, not 

time. We are always happy to talk and assist you over 

the phone. 

Call our Tollfree Number on 1800 979 752 

http://www.thethirstynomad.com.au/

